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Inyo County Parks Dept

Attn: Chuck Hamilton
785 N. Main St. Suite G
Bishop, CA 93514

Dear Mr. Hamilton:

This letter is in response to public concerns that came to our attention in December, 2004 concerning the
Tecopa Hot Springs lease on public lands. Several members of the public expressed concerns regarding the
operating procedures of the contractor (specifically, disposal procedures of paints used to upgrade the facilities)
at the lease site which Inyo County oversees. Based on these concerns, the Bureau of Land Management
(Bureau) conducted a compliance visit to determine what, if any, actions were needed to safeguard public lands
resources.

A file that includes actions associated with the paint reports and follow-up activities was opened and a summary
timeline of actions that the Bureau has taken in response to the reports is hereby forwarded to the County for
your information. The summary timeline concerns paint disposal activities by the County contractor in 2004 at
the Tecopa Hot Springs Campground and Hot Springs. The site is managed by Inyo County under hot Mineral
Springs lease from the Bureau for public use. Included in the timeline are compliance visit results.

As stated in the timeline, two citations were issued as a result of the investigation conducted at the time of our
visit. Further resource protection actions on-site were not found to be necessary at this time other than
continuing periodic compliance visits, based on the lack of documented damage to public lands resources. 1
understand from your phone conversation with our Environmental Coordinator that the County has followed up
on this incident to assure that contractors are aware of proper disposal technigues to avoeid recurrence of
improper disposal of materials.

The Bureau appreciates this follow-up and would like to continue closer coordination between the Bureau and
the County to minimize the potential for any other issues at lease sites in the future. Towards that end, the
Bureau would like to set up a coordination meeting between the County coordinator for the Tecopa lease site
and other appropriate County contacts for lease sites and their counterparts in the Barstow Field Office. [
suggest we plan to do this in conjunction with the next Inyo County Collaborative Planning Meeting this spring,
if feasible. The Bureau is preparing a list of appropriate federal and State contacts for your contractors should
they have questions during activities conducted on public lands and will share that list with you at the meeting.

Page | of 4



Our contact for future environmental coordination associated with the lease sites will be Edythe Seehater,
Environmental Coordinator/Acting Resources Branch Chief at (760) 252-6021. If you any further questions or
need clarification, please contact Ms. Seehafer or Lands Section Chief, Becki Gonzales (760) 252-6030 at the
Barstow Field Office.

Sincerely

Qe ¢ il
Roxie C. Trost
Field Manager

c.c.  Richard Cervantes, 5™ District Supervisor, Inyo County
Judy Hohman: Brian Croft, US Fish & Wildlife Service
David Feay, CARWQCB
John Key, CDD HAZMAT Coordinator
Jennifer Viereck, Hummingbird FRC, Inc.
Nicholas Christie-Blick
Dale Bolger
John Stevens
Roger & Lila Thode
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